Hemispherectomy for seizures.
Hemispherectomy, or hemidecorticectomy as it is more accurately described, has been highly effective in reducing or eliminating medically intractable seizures associated with hemiplegia. Because of late onset postoperative superficial cerebral hemosiderosis and its associated neurologic deterioration, this procedure was all but abandoned for years. With improved surgical techniques and diagnostic testing, some medical centers with a special interest in epilepsy are again using hemispherectomy as a treatment for uncontrolled seizures associated with Rasmussen's encephalitis, as well as other etiologies. Specialized nursing care throughout the hospital course is essential to a positive outcome for the patient and family.